
particularly in these lean 

budget years.  The NHA has 

helped fund our interpretive 

staff and supplies and has al-

lowed park staff to provide 

positive outreach to thousands 

of park visitors.  One example is 

our ability to provide Junior 

Ranger and Campfire pro-

grams.  Our younger visitors 

look forward to these summer 

programs where they not only 

learn about nature, but also 

earn awards for their efforts 

and commitment to being park 

stewards .  

Thank you all for your valuable 

support of Mount San Jacinto 

Natural History Association and 

Mount San Jacinto State 

Park.  If you are out and about 

this summer along the trails, 

stop by and say hello to one of 

our many trail crews on the 

mountain. 

SEE PARKS  UPDATE ON PAGE 

 

Well into another busy summer, 

there are several projects taking 

shape on the mountain.  The ad-

vanced trails class is being held in 

Long Valley this year.  Participants 

from around the country will at-

tend this highly skilled course that 

will focus on building another 

bridge in Long Valley, near the 

ranger station.   One of the lead 

instructors for the class is park 

employee Lori Turner, who hap-

pens to be lead for the concurrent 

Round Valley and Fuller Ridge 

(PCT) repairs.  She would be the 

first to tell you that without the 

support from our local park staff, 

NHA, and volunteers these multi-

faceted projects would be near 

impossible.  It truly is a team ef-

fort.  For the Fuller Ridge Project, 

Park Aid Jenny Adamson is our 

lead for ensuring that our spike 

camp trails crews get their supplies 

safely delivered by horseback.   

 In Long Valley, Supervising 

Ranger Bart Grant and Ranger Sue 

Neary continue to work closely 

ǿƛǘƘ [ƻǊƛΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ Ŧƭƻǿ 

of CCC workers and the Tram 

employees to ensure that arrival 

and assignment of personnel and 

supplies continue uninterrupted.  

While we are looking at wrapping 

up the Interpretive Center exhibit 

project this year, we just received 

additional funds to improve our 

interpretive efforts in Idyllwild, 

our Sector hub.  In addition to this 

Prop 84 fund-

ing, NHA has 

agreed to 

provide sup-

plemental 

funding that 

will help ex-

pand our NHA 

sales area in 

what will be a 

ƴŜǿ нпΩȄслΩ 

modular building.  This will serve 

as our new 

visitor cen-

ter and 

sector office 

as well.   

The support 

of NHA has 

been critical 

to Mount 

San Jacinto 

State Park, 

ñVolunteers and park staff have hit the ground running.ò 
From the Sector Superintendant Garrett Aitcheson  
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  Upcoming Events 

Natural History Assoc. 

Annual Picnic and General 

meeting in Idyllwild   Sat-

urday, August 25th 

Family Days at Long Val-

ley, Saturday, September 

1st 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Tramway shutdown for 

annual maintenance, Sep-

tember 10 to 21 

Annual Holiday Banquet  

December 8th, 2012 at 

the Mountain Station, 

Crocker Room, 5:30 to 8 
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2012 Board of Directors 
From the President, Iona Scapple 
Greetings! As the elected president of NHA I look forward to this year being a very productive 
one. All the Board members are working together to make this year rewarding and profitable 
in fulfilling the objectives of  the NHA in serving the mission of the Park , conservation , pres-
ervation and interpretation.   I plan to keep you informed of our progress from time to time.  

Welcoming 4 New Directors of The NHA Board 

Maureen McCarty  Maureen joined the Mount San Jacinto Natural History Associa-

tion in 2012.  She has been a resident of the Coachella Valley for nearly 16 years.   She moved 
to the valley after 30 plus years in the insurance industry, retiring as a senior executive in 
claims.  
Not one to sit at home, Maureen began volunteering at The Living Desert.  This experience 
has reawakened a childhood interest in the natural world.  In her  15 years at The Living De-
sert, she has lead nature walks for both adults and children.  She helped design and imple-
ment various volunteer training programs. She now helps train new volunteers and supports 
the education department in many of their programs. 

  A worldwide traveler she now enjoys time spent exploring the world around her Coachella 
Valley home.  ! άƧŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŀŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ  ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƴƻƴŜέΣ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ΨōƛǊŘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ άƻƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦέ  

Bob Pellenbarg   Dr. Robert Pellenbarg recently joined the NHA as Treasurer of the 

organization. He hails from the Washington, DC metro area having worked as a Research 
Oceanographer for the US Navy. Dr. Pellenbarg now teaches physical science courses at the 
College of the Desert, and continues his life-long interest in natural history by focusing on our 
amazing desert, and the mountains which surround it. 

Gene Rojek  Gene has been a member of the NHA for over 14 years. During that period 

he has served as president, treasurer, board member, trail guide, tour guide, and contributed 
several thousand hours in the visitor center. Gene has also hiked all the trails in the San Ja-
cinto Mountains and volunteered as a Fire Look Out at Tahquitz Peak for over 8 years. He has 
rejoined the NHA board dedicated to help further our  objectives of continued growth and 
support  for San Jacinto State park. 
Gene has an MBA from USC and a 30 history in the banking business. 

Elize Van Zandt    In December of this year, I will have lived in this desert for 20 years. I came here from San Francisco, 

where I worked on Alcatraz Island as a park ranger/naturalist. In December, 1992, I transferred to Joshua Tree National Park, 
where I remained for 12 years, until my retirement in 2005. After retiring, I chose to live in Indio, where I had bought a condo. I 
found I like to be warm. After retirement I wanted to volunteer in and learn about a new environment from that of Joshua Tree, so 
I applied at Mt. San Jacinto State Park. Mt. San Jacinto is my favorite summer hiking place, and it presented a whole new environ-
ment to get to know. As a volunteer I work in the visitor center in winter and in summer I lead nature walks in Long Valley and 
conduct surveys at Hidden Divide Nature Preserve. I became a member of the Mt. San Jacinto Natural History Association in 2011. 

In my spare time I work as a substitute teacher, hike, photograph, write, and travel when I can. 

Maureen Elize        Bob Gene next time 
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A Man for All Seasons 

John Beringer, was recently hired by the 

State Park as Park Aide-Visitor Services. 

He was previously a VIP (Volunteer in 

Parks), volunteering in the Visitor Center 

for about 5 years, a Volunteer Trail Pa-

troller for 4 years, and served on the 

NHA Board of Directors for three years as 

His role as Park Aide includes purchasing 

merchandise for the Visitor Center, stock-

ing and restocking shelves, training new 

volunteers, greeting school groups and 

leading walks and tours for young and not 

ǎƻ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƭƛƪŜΧΦ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΗ  WƻƘƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ 

so well! 

John 

The Mount San Jacinto State Park Natural History Association announces the 

3rd annual Photo Contest. 
  
Stone Shelter by Carl Goretta, 2011 

NHA Photo Contest 

 
This is another opportunity to help us 

showcase the beauty and diversity of the 

park as seen through the eyes of our visi-
tors.  All of us have the experience almost 

every day of our life when we notice 

something captivating and special about a 

scene or object and we want to capture 

the image to preserve for future apprecia-

tion and sharing with others. It could be 

something we have seen many times in the 

past but at this special moment the lighting 

or composition or activity all comes to-

gether to create perhaps a new and special 

perspective that captures our attention. 

   
Or perhaps we venture out into the wil-

derness with the specific intent of finding 

and, in some way with our camera and our 
mindõs eye, composing a scene that cap-

tures the essence of our experience there. 

We use the elements of composition 

(panoramic and breathtaking to closeup and intimate) and light to reveal and emphasize form and/or intricate detail, mood or mystery.  

We realize there is a whole palette of elements to work with, just as in a painting. 

 
For most of us its hardly ever so deliberate as that but rather a spontaneous reaction to a scene that says òI want of picture of that.  Itõs 

so amazing and beautiful and I want to share it with my friends and family who arenõt here to appreciate it with me.ó  Sometimes we are 

surprised at how well these captured images convey what we experienced on first sight.  Thatõs very gratifying.  Those are the keepers. 

 
Whether deliberate or spontaneous, the keepers are the ones we want you to share with us.  By doing so, viewers may see your image 

and say to themselves ò I want to go the that place and see this for myself.  Itõs really special.ó   Not everyone can get to some of these 

locations so especially for them and the rest of us too these photos help to foster an appreciation of the place, enriching our lives, if 

somewhat vicariously, and even motivate us to help support the preservation and conservation of our precious natural resources. 
 
Check out our website http://photocontest.msjnha.org  for everything you need to know about entering the contest. CONTEST ENDS 
OCTOBER 31, 2012.    
 
There will be one Sweepstakes prize and a 1st and 2nd place prize awarded in each of the three categories: Plants, Animals, and Scenic. 
The Sweepstakes prize is two tram fares plus $50 Dinner Certificate for two at Peaks Restaurant. First place prizes will be two adult tick-
ets for the Palm Springs Aerial Tramway. Second place prizes will be $25 gift certificates for merchandise in the Mt. San Jacinto  
NHA Visitor Center. Photos may be used, with credit, for publication of NHA note cards and/or calendars to be sold at the Mountain 
Station Visitor Center, and other NHA publications. 

http://photocontest.msjnha.org/

